Learning Activity 

The purpose of this activity is to have you practice integrating and applying key concepts from Chapter 6 to real-world polls and surveys. 

1. Buzzfeed ran this survey about cheesy foods and invited people to vote. Source: https://www.buzzfeed.com/raechilling/cheesy-food-showdown-2x863?origin=fil-wo.
a) From Chapter 6, list at least five issues that people who write polling questions have to consider (for example, acquiescence bias). For each issue you list, analyze whether the Buzzfeed questions are susceptible to this issue. Why or why not?

	Five Issues with writing survey Questions
	Briefly define each issue and indicate if the buzzfeed questions are demonstrating that issue.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





LEARNING ACTIVITY 7
For learning activity 7, you will answer a few questions regarding the sample for the Buzzfeed poll you read about in learning activity 6. As a reminder… Buzzfeed ran this survey about cheesy foods and invited people to vote. 

Keep in mind that learning activities require you to apply concepts from the book to real world examples. This means you need to think critically about how those concepts apply and keep in mind that the answers may not always be as clear cut as we’d like them to be. In other words, give yourself time to really think about how Buzzfeed collects this data and how generalizable it is. 

a) About how many people appeared to participate in the Buzzfeed poll? 


b) What kind of sampling do you think they used in this Buzzfeed poll? Explain your answer. 



c) Can we generalize from this poll to our population of interest (Do we know what our population of interest is?) Why or why not?



d) Imagine that you work in the food business. Your boss shows you this Buzzfeed poll (“it’s free marketing data!” she says) and suggests that perhaps your business should invest in selling a new line of queso—after all, people like it a lot and it’s probably going to be a growing industry. Make at least two points—connected to things you’ve learned in Chapters 6 and 7 (and probably hinted at in your answers above) that you can use to respond to your boss. 

